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Appellants request a review of the Final Rejection mailed December 12, 2005 in view of 
the following remarks. 
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REMARKS 

Reference is made to appellants' response to the Final Rejection filed March 21, 2006, 
and specifically to the arguments beginning on page 7, line 12 wherein the rejections are 
discussed. 

The claimed invention relates to a method for cleaning metals. One of the primary 
references cited by the Examiner is Brasch, U.S. Patent No. 4378270. Brasch relates to a method 
of etching copper, and is specifically directed to a post etching method and composition which 
aids in the recovery of copper from the spent etching solution. 

The cleaning of metals is fundamentally different from the etching of metals, as 
appellants point out in their specification at page 3, lines 22-24. Etching is the purposeful 
removal of metal from the substrate surface. By contrast, a cleaning process does not remove 
significant amounts of metal from the substrate, only impurities at the substrate surface. This 
fundamental difference between etching and cleaning is so well known that it hardly requires 
supporting extrinsic evidence. Nevertheless, from Webster's II New College Dictionary, 
Houghton Mifflin Co. (1995), come the following definitions: 

Etching: To cut into the surface of by the action of acid... 

Cleaning: To rid of dirt; to free of impurities... 

In her Final Rejection, the Examiner, against all objective evidence, concludes that 
etching and cleaning are equivalent. She then uses this "equivalency" as a basis for applying 
Brasch, either alone or in combination with other references. Clearly the rejections based on 
Brasch are not proper and are without basis, since there is no teaching in Brasch of cleaning a 
metal, as claimed by appellants. 
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The Examiner also rejects the claims based on newly cited primary reference Sugihara et 
ah, U.S. Patent No. 5705089. Sugihara et al. is even further afield, since it lacks any mention of 
treating metals of any sort. This reference is instead directed to the cleaning of a semiconductor 
substrate. Furthermore, as the Examiner readily admits, Sugihara et al. "fails to teach the claimed 
concentration of phosphonic acid." So, not only does Sugihara et al. fail to teach the cleaning of 
metals, it fails to teach appellants' claimed cleaning composition used in the method. To allege a 
prima facie case of obviousness, therefore, the Examiner must imagine the skilled artisan using a 
composition different from Sugihara et al. for a purpose different from Sugihara et al. (i.e., 
cleaning of metals.) 

Clearly the rejections based on Sugihara et al., either alone or in combination, are not 
proper and are without basis, since there is no teaching in Sugihara et al. of cleaning a metal, 
using a composition as claimed by appellants. 

For the above reasons, it is respectfiilly requested that the rejections be withdrawn. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any fees associated with the filing of this 
paper to Deposit Account No. 50301 5. 
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Alexandria, VA 223 1 4 

(703) 299-003 5 telephone WHITE, RE6 Wa}y & BROWN LLP 
(703) 299-0036 facsimile 



Date: April 12,2006 



By: ^ 




David J. Serbin 
Registration No. 30,589 
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